
Welcome to our March 2026 Workshop!

In-Person at the Pennington Biomedical Research Center                 
Conference Center in Baton Rouge and online via Livestream

Mr. Waguespack will kick off our day at 8:20 a.m., so grab your cup 
of coffee and get ready to learn from our team of experts!

www.lla.la.gov 



Meet our Legislative Auditor
Michael J. “Mike” Waguespack, CPA

• Elected Legislative Auditor on April 19, 2021
• Native of Louisiana
• Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting from LSU in 1987
• Worked at PricewaterhouseCoopers (then Coopers & Lybrand) 

for 6 years
• Opened his own accounting firm in Napoleonville in 1993
• Sheriff of Assumption Parish from 2000 to 2016
• Chief Financial Officer for an industrial contractor
• Member and Vice Chairman of the Louisiana Tax Commission
• More than 26 years of experience performing governmental 

audits, reviews, and compilations

www.lla.la.gov 



CLGE FAQs
How can I get course materials?
Links to course materials were emailed to all registrants and are posted to our 
website on the Center for Local Government Excellence page:
https://lla.la.gov/resources/center-for-local-government-excellence/workshop/march-2026-
clge-workshop-3 

Will I be able to ask questions? 
Yes! You can ask questions during all presentations, either in-person or by clicking on 
the Q&A box on the page near the livestream video. Please be aware that time may 
not allow for all questions to be addressed. 

Will a recording of the program be available?
Yes! We will post recordings of all sessions on LLA’s YouTube Channel and on the 
CLGE webpage. However, no CPE credit can be earned for viewing the recording.

www.lla.la.gov 
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Live Broadcast FAQs

How is my attendance verified?
Approximately every 15 minutes, a prompt will appear asking if you are still watching. 
Click YES within 60 seconds to receive credit for that prompt. To receive CPE credit, 
75% of each session’s prompts must receive a reply.

How do I submit questions to the presenter?
To submit a question, use the Q&A box on the page near the video. Please be aware 
that time may not allow for all questions to be addressed. 

What if I am having a technical problem?
At the bottom right of the page is Sunflower Development Solutions’                          
TechSupport Chat. Click on the Sunflower icon, and a technician 
will assist you.

*Remember to close the 
broadcast webpage at the end of 
the day Wednesday and reopen 

the same link Thursday morning.



Continuing Professional Education (CPE) Credit 
is Available

• A maximum of 8 hours of CPE credit is available.

• In-Person attendees must personally sign the sign-in sheets in the 
morning and after lunch.

• Livestream attendees must respond to at least 3 of 4 polling prompts 
every hour. *Each attendee must use their individual email address 
(no two people may share the same one), as CPE is only awarded 
once per email address. 

• You must use the same email address to sign into the broadcast both 
days for full CPE/CLE credit.

• CPE certificates will be emailed by early April to those who earned CPE. 



Continuing Legal Education (CLE) Credit is 
Available
• A maximum of 8 hours of CLE credit is available as approved by the 

Louisiana State Bar Association.

• In-Person attendees will receive a MCLE Course Attendance Form to 
complete and return to Liz Martin at the end of the workshop; it may also be 
emailed to egmartin@lla.la.gov no later than Friday, March 20, 2026.

• Livestream attendees must check the box requesting to receive CLE 
when signing into the broadcast webpage.  You will be emailed the 
MCLE Course Attendance Form within the next few days with instructions to 
complete and return no later than March 20.  You must respond to at least 3 of 
4 polling prompts every hour.  If you do not attend the entire workshop, CLE credit 
will be calculated based on the number of individual sessions attended.

• Each attendee must use their individual email address (no two people may share 
the same email address), as CLE is only awarded once per email address.

mailto:egmartin@lla.la.gov


Wednesday, March 11, 2026
Preparing for Success



Wednesday, March 11, 2026
Preparing for Success



Thursday, March 12, 2026
Nuts and Bolts



For more information, check out the Local Government Budget Act 
(LGBA) FAQ on the LLA website. 

https://lla.la.gov/resources/legal-assistance/legal-faq

Fun Fact…

The $500,000 Club

If a local government plans to spend $500,000 or more for the year, it must make 
its budget available for public inspection and advertise for a public hearing. If a 
local government plans to spend less than $500,000 for the year, it does not have 
to hold a public hearing for its budget - it only needs to make the budget available 
for public inspection.



For more information, check out the Public Records FAQ on the LLA website. 
https://lla.la.gov/resources/legal-assistance/legal-faq 

Fun Fact…

What is a Public Record? 

A public record is documentary material, regardless of physical format, which is 
prepared, used or retained by a public entity in connection with regular agency business 
under the laws of this State. 

Public record is defined by statute as “All documents, papers, letters, books, drawings, 
maps, plats, photographs, magnetic or optical media, microfilm, microphotograph, motion 
picture film, or other document or any other material, regardless of physical form or 
characteristic, generated or received under law or in connection with the transaction of 
official business, or preserved by an agency or political subdivision because of other 
informational or legal value.” R.S. 44:402(4). 
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https://www.youtube.com/@LouisianaAuditor 

Follow the LLA on YouTube and Social Media!

https://www.youtube.com/user/LouisianaAuditor




LLA Across the State



For more information, check out the Public Bid Law FAQ on the LLA website. 
https://lla.la.gov/resources/legal-assistance/legal-faq 

Fun Fact…

The “Big Dollar” Threshold

The need to go out to bid only kicks in when public contracts hit a 
certain cost. For materials and supplies, the public bidding process 
is generally required for purchases of more than $60,000. For 
most public works projects, the threshold is $250,000.
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For more information, check out the Public Bid Law FAQ on the LLA website. 
https://lla.la.gov/resources/legal-assistance/legal-faq 

Fun Fact…Public Bid Flow Chart!

We have 
what you 

need!

Check out LLA’s 
Legal FAQ for 

assistance with 
your Public Bid 
Law questions.
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Check out lla.la.gov for more resources!



Be sure to check the list before signing your engagement agreement!
https://lla.la.gov/resources/local-government-reporting/approved-cpas 

Reminder…

LLA-Approved CPA Listing

The Legislative Auditor maintains a listing of CPAs who perform audit, 
review, and/or compilation/attestation engagements of governmental and 
quasi-public entities. The listing includes the names, addresses, parishes, 

telephone numbers, and fax numbers of available CPA firms. A government 
entity may only engage with a CPA from this listing.
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Helpful Form for Not-for-Profits

https://cms.lla.la.gov/assets/lagag/Nonprofit-Checklist.pdf



https://www.llajobs.com/current-openings

Join Our Local Government 
Services Team! 

LLA has openings for experienced professionals who can: 
• Help strengthen local government operations & services
• Collaborate in a dynamic, problem-solving environment
• Be a part of a team making a statewide impact

Requirements:

• Bachelor’s degree in Accounting, Finance, Public Administration, or a related field from an accredited college or university.
• Sufficient accounting or related coursework to qualify to sit for the CPA or CIA examination in Louisiana.

Apply Today!



Join Our Recovery Assistance 
Services Team! 

Learn More:  KRussell@lla.la.gov

Apply Today: https://www.llajobs.com/current-openings

Compliance & AUP Focus
Apply Agreed-Upon Procedures to 

disaster recovery funding

Real-World Impact
Help safeguard FEMA and 

public recovery funds

Career Growth
Build technical expertise 
and leadership experience

Join a team committed to accountability, compliance, and public service.

mailto:Krussell@lla.la.gov
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https://www.lla.la.gov/
resources/assessors-
and-millages/millage-

workshops

2026 
Millage 

Workshop 
Information







Survey After the Workshop

• At end of this program, attendees will receive an email containing 
a link to a short survey to evaluate this program, which we ask 
you to complete by Friday, March 27, 2026.

• You can respond anonymously or include your name.

• Your survey responses are invaluable for future agendas.          
We strive to provide timely and beneficial training that is relevant 
to you.



Center for Local Government Excellence

October 28-29, 2026

Agenda & 
Brochure will 
be available in 
September 2026



Report Fraud to the LLA Hotline
Phone: 1-844-50-FRAUD
(1-844-503-7283)

Fax: 1-844-40-FRAUD
(1-844-403-7283)

Print and Mail Reporting Form:
LLA Hotline
P.O. Box 94397
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Complete Online Fraud Report Form:
https://lla.la.gov/report-fraud/fraud-form/index.shtml 

www.lla.la.gov/report-fraud
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Many valuable resources are also available from LMA

www.lma.org

If you are not already receiving LMA’s  
E-Newsletter, but sure to email 

tmelancon@lma.org and ask to be 
added to the weekly email distribution. 

mailto:tmelancon@lma.org
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